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MANAGEMENT OF THE OACPS SECRETARIAT 

The Secretariat of the OACPS is one of the six 
organs of the Organisation. Headquartered in 
Brussels, Belgium, the Secretariat consists of 
five departments in addition to the Office of the 
Secretary-General. 

As the Chief Executive of the Secretariat, the 
Secretary-General of the OACPS is responsible 
for managing the staff, projects and programmes 
of the OACPS. In achieving his mandate, the 
Secretary-General is assisted by Assistant Sec-
retaries-General, who, in turn, are responsible for 
the performance of their departments.

	 Administration, Finance and Human  
Resources (AFHR) – Mrs Isatou Auber Faal

	 Environment and Climate Action (ECA) –  
Ms Cristelle Pratt

	 Macro-economics, Development Finance 
and Programming (MDFP) – Mrs Tchale 
Banata Sow

	 Political Affairs and Human Development 
(PAHD) - Mr Norbert Richard Ibrahim

	 Structural Economic Transformation  
and Trade (SETT) - Mr Escipión Joaquín 
Oliveira Gómez

OACPS Executive Management Team.



Initialing of the new Partnership 
Agreement

The new OACPS-EU Partnership Agreement was 
initialled by the Chief Negotiators - Professor Rob-
ert Dussey, Togolese Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
African Integration and Togolese Abroad, (for the 
OACPS) and Ms Jutta Urpilainen, European Com-
missioner for International Partnerships (for the 
EU), on 15 April 2021. The initialling marked the 
formal conclusion of the negotiations. It set the 
framework for cooperation between the Parties 
for at least twenty years. However, the definition 
of the EU Party was to be finalised later. 

The European Commission proposed to the EU 
Council to sign the agreement as an EU-only 
Agreement. The EU Member States proposed 
to turn the agreement into a mixed agreement, 
namely between the EU and its Member States, 
of the one part, and the Members of the OACPS 
of the other part.

To that effect, the EU Council proposed amend-
ments to the initialed text by changing the nature 
of the Agreement. These were transmitted to the 
OACPS side by the European Commission, which 
underlined its unchanged position on the EU only 
nature of the Agreement. The OACPS Council sub-
sequently approved the EU’s amendments, which 
also included provisions allowing for accession 
to the new Agreement should a country join the 
European Union and text on quorum introduced 
to cater for the participation of EU Member States 
in joint OACPS-EU meetings.

In addition, a revision was made on the Article on 
provisional application so as to operationalise the 
Agreement as soon as possible after signature. 

Furthermore, the EU gave a list of provisions to 
be excluded from provisional application of pro-
visions until the entry into force of the Agreement 
(following ratification). 

Meanwhile, the transitional measures to extend 
the application of the Cotonou Agreement, which 
were to expire on 30 November 2021, were fur-
ther extended until 30 June 2022, so as to avoid 
a vacuum in the OACPS-EU relations. 

Towards the end of the year, the EU indicated that 
due to its internal procedures, signing would take 
place before end of March 2022 and provisional 
application was expected to commence before 
June 2022.

Initialing of the Agreement by the Chief Negotiators.
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The Organs of the OACPS consist of the 
Summit of Heads of State and Government, 
the Council of Ministers (CoM), the Sectoral 
Ministerial Committees, the Committee of 
Ambassadors (CoA), the OACPS Parliamen-
tary Assembly, and the Secretariat of the 
OACPS. The Organs and functions of the 
OACPS are delineated in the revised George-
town Agreement [ACP/27/005/18 Rev.13]. 

Leadership of the Bureau of the CoM and the 
CoA is organised on the basis of a six-month 
rotation among the six regions of the OACPS.

MEMBERS OF THE BUREAUX OF THE OACPS COUNCIL  
OF MINISTERS AND COMMITTEE OF AMBASSADORS   
2020 – 2022 

1 AUGUST 2021 - 31 JANUARY 2022*

President of the CoM
H.E. Tete António
Minister of External Relations, Republic of Angola 

Chair of the CoA
H.E. Mr Mário de Azevedo Constantino
Ambassador of the Republic of Angola 

Caribbean Region	 The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 
Central Africa Region	 Central African Republic 
East Africa Region	 The Republic of Madagascar
Southern Africa Region 	 The Kingdom of Lesotho 
West Africa Region	 The Islamic Repubic of Mauritania 
Pacific Region	 Tonga

Troika
Chair	 The Republic of Angola
Outgoing	 Solomon Islands 
Incoming	 Central African Region

The presidency of the Summit 2019-2022  
is held by 

H.E. Uhuru Muigai Kenyatta
President of the Republic  

of Kenya

Organs of the OACPS
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1 FEBRUARY 2021 - 31 JULY 2021*

President of the CoM
Hon. Mr Jeremiah Manele
Minister for Foreign Affairs and External Trade of the Solomon Islands

H. E. Mr Tuilaepa Aiono Sailele Malielegaoi
Prime Minister of Samoa 

Chair of the CoA
H.E. Mr Moses Kouni Mose
Ambassador of the Solomon Islands

H.E. Dr Paolelei Luteru
Ambassador of the Independent State of Samoa

Caribbean Region	 The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
Central Africa Region	 Central African Republic 
East Africa Region	 The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Southern Africa Region	 The Kingdom of Eswatini 
West Africa Region	 The Republic of Mali
Pacific Region	 The Independent State of Samoa

Troika
Chair	 The Independent State of Samoa / Solomon Islands
Outgoing	 The United Republic of Tanzania 
Incoming	 The Republic of Angola

1 AUGUST 2020 - 31 JANUARY 2021*

President of the CoM
Hon. Prof. Palamagamba John Aidan Mwaluko Kabudi
Minister for Foreign Affairs and East African Co-operation, United Republic of Tanzania

Chair of the CoA
H.E. Mr Jestas Abouk Nyamanga, 
Ambassador of the United Republic of Tanzania

Caribbean Region	 The Republic of Suriname 
Central Africa Region	 The Republic of Congo 
East Africa Region	 The Republic of Djibouti 
Southern Africa Region	 The Republic of Zambia 
West Africa Region	 The Republic of Liberia 
Pacific Region	 The Independent State of Papua New Guinea 

Troika
Chair	 The United Republic of Tanzania 
Outgoing	 The Republic of The Gambia 
Incoming	 The Independent State of Samoa *Listed in reverse chronological order
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AFRICA
Angola; Benin; Botswana; Burkina Faso; Burundi; 
Cameroon; Cabo Verde; Central African Republic; 
Chad; Comoros; Republic of Congo; Côte d’Ivoire; 
Democratic Republic of Congo; Djibouti; Eswatini;  
Equatorial Guinea; Eritrea; Ethiopia; Gabon; 
Gambia; Ghana; Guinea; Guinea Bissau; Kenya; 

Lesotho; Liberia; Madagascar; Malawi; Mali; 
Mauritania; Mauritius; Mozambique; Namibia; 
Niger; Nigeria; Rwanda; São Tomé and Príncipe; 
Senegal; Seychelles; Sierra Leone; Somalia; South 
Africa; Sudan; Tanzania; Togo; Uganda; Zambia; 
and Zimbabwe.

Members of the Organisation 
of African, Caribbean  
and Pacific States 
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CARIBBEAN
Antigua and Barbuda; Bahamas; Barbados; Belize; 
Cuba; Dominica; Dominican Republic; Grenada; 
Guyana; Haiti; Jamaica; Saint Kitts and Nevis; 
Saint Lucia; Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; 
Suriname; and Trinidad and Tobago.

PACIFIC
Cook Islands; Fiji; Kiribati; Marshall Islands;  
Micronesia; Nauru; Niue; Palau; Papua New 
Guinea; Samoa; Solomon Islands; Timor-Leste; 
Tonga; Tuvalu and Vanuatu.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations 

ACP	 African, Caribbean and Pacific	
AFHR 	 Administration, Finance and Human Resources	
ASG 	 Assistant Secretary-General		
CCI	 Creative and Cultural Industries
ClimSA	 Intra-ACP Climate Services and Related Applications Programme
CoA	 Committee of Ambassadors	
CMO 	 Caribbean Meteorological Organisation	
CNC	 National Centre for Cinema and the Moving Image
CoM	 Council of Ministers
COMESA	 Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa
COP	 Conference of the Parties
CPLP	 Community of Portuguese-Language Countries
EAC	 East African Community	
EC 	 European Commission	
ECA 	 Environment and Climate Action	
EDD	 European Development Days
EEAS	 European External Action Service	
EDF 	 European Development Fund
EIB	 European Investment Bank
EPA	 Economic Partnership Agreement	
EU 	 European Union	
FAO 	 United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
FESPACO 	 Pan-African Film and Television Festival of Ouagadougou	
FISH4ACP	� Sustainable Development of Fisheries and Aquaculture Value Chains  

in Africa, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Countries	
GCCA+ 	 Intra-ACP Global Climate Change Alliance Plus (GCCA+) Programme
ICT	 information and communication technology
INTPA	 Directorate-General for International Partnerships of the European Commission	
Intra-ACP ClimSA	 Intra-ACP Climate Services and Related Applications Programme		
JBDC 	 Jamaica Business Development Corporation 
JPA 	 Joint Parliamentary Assembly 
LDC	 least developed country
LID	 living income differential
LoI	 letter of intent	
MC 	 ministerial conference
MDFP 	 Macro-Economics, Development Finance and Programming	
MSME	 Micro, small and medium-sized enterprises
MoU	 Memorandum of Understanding
NDICI 	 Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument	
NTB	 non-tariff barriers	
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OACPS	 Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States	
OIF	 L’Organisation internationale de la Francophonie 	
OSG 	 Office of the Secretary-General	
PA 	 Parliamentary Assembly
PAHD 	 Political Affairs and Human Development
PSF	 Policy Support Facility	
PSUP	 Participatory Slum Upgrading Programme 
R&I	 Research and Innovation	
RO 	 regional organisations	
SDG 	 Sustainable Development Goal	
SETT 	 Structural Economic Transformation and Trade	
SG 	 Secretary-General	
SIDS 	 Small Island Developing States	
SO 	 strategic objective
SOrg	 State of the Organisation
SP	 Strategic Plan
SSTC	 South-South and Triangular Cooperation 
STI	 science, technology and innovation
TBT 	 technical barriers to trade
ToC	 Theory of Change
UN	 United Nations			 
UNFCCC	 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
UNCDF	 United Nations Capital Development Fund
UNESCO 	 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNFCCC 	 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
UNFSS	 United Nations Food Systems Summit
UNHCR 	 United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
UN-OHRLLS 	� United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States
UNIDO 	 United Nations Industrial Development Organization
UK	 United Kingdom	
WCF	 World Cinema Fund 
WOMeX	 World Music Expo
WTO 	 World Trade Organization



The Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS), which became an 

international organisation in April 2020, evolved from the ACP Group, founded via 

the Georgetown Agreement in 1975. It is composed of 79 African, Caribbean and 

Pacific States. The main goals of the OACPS centre around the sustainable 

development of its Members and their gradual integration into the global 

economy with the ultimate objective of reducing and eventually erad-

icating poverty; coordination of OACPS activities in the framework 

of the implementation of the existing Partnership Agreement with 

the European Union; consolidation of unity and solidarity among 

Members of the OACPS; the promotion of multilateralism; the 

establishment and strengthening of peace, security and stability 

in free and democratic societies; and the empowerment of 

Youth and Women.

OACPS Headquarters

Rue de l’Aqueduc 118
Ixelles - 1050, Brussels - Belgium
Tel : +32 2743 0600
Fax : +32 2735 55 73
Email : info@acp.int

Find us on

www.acp.int
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