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Heads of States and Government,

Distinguished Ambassadors and High Commissioners,
Executives of International Organisations,

Executive of International Corporations,

Distinguished Delegates,

[ adies and Gentiemen,

The 8th Sumpmit of AC Heads of State and Government is the
most repreé}gn'?atlve event to be held in Papua New Guinea.

On behalf of our people, and our Government of, | welcome you all
to Papua New Guinea. /4 J 7[ /

| hope you stay with us is both enjoyable and productlve
PAPUA NEW GUINEA TODAY AND TOMORROW

Many of you are visiting Papua New Guinea for the first time, and |
would like to give you some background and awareness of our
nation — where it is today and where we will be tomorrow.

Papua New Gumea “‘ﬁs gch and dl erse culture, a land of 1,000
tribes. We have FithiR Bur bord”ers around 6?1@ third of the world’s

known languages — around 800 distinct languages.
v QsﬂttA{u}{ ) )
We have a robust Parliamentary democracy, with a single chamber

of Parliament, elected by the people every five years.

The next national elections with be held in twelve months time — like
many of you, | enjoy election time and the chance to go out and

spend more time with our people. . «/7L’

Papua New Guinea i IS} also a place that is changing.

I VYRS {oumawe 4 F

vV { 6 ¢
We are moving from a courﬁtry of tradrtlonal village- %Aased e
communities, to become a modern economy in the space of one /
generation. npau d L Gu
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We are now an agricultural producing nation with crops such as
coffee, cocoa, copra, palm oil as well as forestry products and
fisheries.

Our country is also rich in mineral resources aorjdl/we have become
a significant producer and exporter of gold, copper and nickel.

Oil and gas production has become a significant part of Mojr . f
economy over recent years, particularly LNG. Gas wd/ L(% Wi / '

This coming weekend we will load our 200th shipment of LNG, just
over two years from the day when we loaded our first LNG
shipment that went to Japan. -

We undertook our first LNG project, PNG-LNG, with ExxonMobil,
and now we are about to begin the construction phase of the Papua
LNG Project with TOTAL from France. This project will employ
13,000 workers around the country and dramatically expand our
LNG exports.

As we expand oil and gas production we will have a focus on
meeting our domestic energy needs as well as downstream
processing and bi-product development s
As a resource exporting nation, the downturn in commodity prices
has been challengi for our natron

gng o Few ps ﬂ(t/”"é”

But we have been%teadfast in these trying fimes — reducing

spending and undertak m reform m our ppbllo servroz /]
uwu\ A6 fwmS 7 Lo off

Our Government has de prou d achievements in enhancing
the living standards of our people, and expanding the opportunities
they can embrace to participate more fully in the nation’s

economic growth.
T Gwy dacnk

<\
Until a Eouple of years ago, parents had to pay a fee to the
Government to send thetrwhlldren to school. it /CA {

i a L

llp a na{ﬂion when the vag: orlty of the people ar g ﬁlijlS

At O
rafners of small“scae produc th;sw signi ca t
'ﬁvv‘ “Laa g

burden. For years it |mpede growth nso labt“endanoes o Mf”
especially in rural areas. M/ I8 //‘”
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Our Government abolished school fees.

In the space of a few years we doubled school attendance from one
to two million students.

In expanding this access to education we also created much
greater opportunity for girls, whose families had struggled with
paying school fees.

We have als}cgv\u_sﬂ?ﬂg the | k;lg,.nefits of ecpnqmiq ,gg\ﬁlgpn;sﬂ; to LUE%L
improve basic wellbéfng. We are delivering universal healthcare
around the country that is free of any charge, this is especially

important in rural centres.

A further core policy our Government has implemented is to invest
substantially in national infrastructure.

This is primarily national economic infrastructure, and local
infrastructure.

This is infrastructure that helps rural and coastal communities lift

agricuttural production and improve communications.
G\[uh} $o b )qen @swﬁf sWL /i/(( rafe L,L/(,, A (ut(}:,,; .
We are well underway with rfeoo d séendmg on roads, on bridges,

on ports, on airports, and on electricity supply.{ rto funs o o

This program won T just “grow” our economy, it will ensure greater
economic participation by our people, and it will
improve productivity.

A further step we have taken is to focus on the growth of our Small
to Medium Enterprise sectors.

For too long the proportion of our private sector owned by the
people of Papua New Guinea has been far too small.

We believe the most efficient way to change that is to “grow” smalll
and medium sized business and enterprise owned by Papua New

Guineans. M/)/ - .

We have begun driying that g w”&t&r; h a 12-point plgn that
e have begun driying tha ,x/;q Eug a 12-point plan

includes access to(a%?ofdcébrgrgf? ance, ?faining and g%lﬁr%,’ &éﬁz

targeting specific sectors for growth such as tourism and village

based industries. -
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I am confident the combination of these and other measures will
deliver what is our goal — higher living standards and

greater participation in the growth of our economy by our people,
right across our nation.

KEY ISSUES FOR THIS SUMMIT — THE PAPUA NEW GUINFA
VIEW

| want now to make some comment on the key issues we are to

consider at this Summit, and on issues that | know lmpact on the
ACP group generally

Firstly, in the area of climate change.

Pacific Island nations have a number of issues in common with
many countries in Africa and the Caribbean, but | think one of the
greatest is our shared concern relating of climate change.

This covers many areas and is beyond concern over rising

sea levels alone. IRy S g Y “cflgd,({,ﬂé sl st

Papua New Guinea has also recently expenenced our worst ever
drought, while other parts of our nation experienced major flooding
because of unusually high rainfall.

kPY

Island natlons in our region, such as Fiji and Vanuatu, have in the

last couple of years ex erienced multiple devastatln cyclones.
P Ch ﬂg

AR L [ Apase Covterpq daf aqt

In our region, Iong estabhshed climate patterns have undergone
dramatic change.....often with dlsastrous consequences for coastal
communltlesjﬁnd inla[%:lﬂeas alike.

te la 2 A A P
lntematlonal progress on addressmg cllmate change has been too

slow.

We must insist that the Paris Agreement of 2015 be fully
implemented.

We must demand the nations that are the main contributors to
global warming reduce emissions to the greatest
possible extent.....in the shortest poss:ble time frame %

MWN(
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EN%‘%A&NQ%N@ THE ROLE OF WOMEN

s Esw\ 4 N ﬂi’\.) Loy CMM‘\“"/ 4 ) .
I regret to say that \nﬁ{en it comes to the role of women in our public

life, in Papua New Guinea and in many countries jn %r gﬁmmunity,
we still have a lot of work to do. @ “e Al Cow pdirafo ¢ foati .

In our country we have embarked on programs designed to lift the
participation of women in our economy;, in the private sector and
public life

.~
Y Lo s v - .
Our record on women in business dnd enterprise is better than in

public office, but it needs to grow much more significantly.

We are implementing programs that specifically encourage
economic participation by women, individually, and in groups

and associations. - .
naw\oquv:f’t (‘[,1;’\ ot S Swdn G ad '/H g*’ﬂ& L’-((D'*/ “2§

Enhancing the role of women is inseparable from ensuring respec

-
Comt va et {0 §
. |

for women in society, and in individual communities. I IS o
ept fos, e R ADTE N S N
REDUCING POVERTY TG

The challenge of reducing poverty is one of the overwhelming
concerns faced by many ACP countries.

« Lond et

We believe that encouraging small to medium enterprises owned
and operated by our own people is vital to lifting living standards
including income levels

It also means re-building and expanding agricultural production and
focusing on the unique opportunity we in Papua New Guinea.

The Challe?tg,e is to not only meet our own food and nutritional
needs, bﬁt ds m%ximise the wonderful and unique opportunities we
have to meet the food needs of the Asian region.

The gv%all theme f%g\is Summit — Repositioning the ACP Group
to addrésk the challsh jes Of Sustainable Development — is highly

relevant to Papua Nevlv Guinea and the Pacific Island nations.
ALV P ea [} |
The,thelu*udf]e is appro’fprfatel aﬁ}tting to the aspirations of ACP Group in

this ‘drdlihere economies are integrating under increased trade
and investment, underpinned by globalisation, in every facet of
development.
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The agenda covers a wide range of very interesting items relating
to the wellbeing of the peoples of ACP.

| am sure that this Summit will provide the necessary direction for
ACP Group in its endeavour to become an active player on the
world stage, as well as in creating and establishing relations with
other potential partners for the bv/tt?rment of the Peopl S fACP

Iy neagoas ﬁw avpat AT a Aa by &

Itis lmport tto reoall w y ACP Group was estabhshed in 1972

o Jiimw
%s vision ih%n yas[ Er mised on | ternational cooperation, the
cooperalion‘enterging froff it nee?jf 6 strengthen relations with
former colonial powers and their help to establish ACP member

countries as independent economic and political actors.

Times have change and this vision in some ways is no longer
relevant and or need refining to suit today’s needs.

As one of the biggest international groupings, it is frustrating to see
that ACP economf% rele}tjons have not fundament ity changcs;ﬂed ﬁnd

that the polltlcal sngnn@ CENGE of the ACP Group i &6ill Margnal

l stro};g y beheve the ACP Group must rise to the occasion and be
seen by its people and the world as an effective and relevant
institution that has positive dynamics to make a difference to the
lives of its people and the world at large.

We hold one seventh of global population, meaning the ACP Group
has a great responsibility to improve the lives of our peoples, and to
promote poverty eradication and sustainable development.

To institute change in our economies, the ACP Group must remain
a cohesive force, take bold and decisive policy directions and be a
relevant player on the international stage.

We must streamline our programmes and activities, and
concentrate on where we have comparative advantage so that it
can have an added value.

In light of the above, it is my firm view that ACP Group should focus
on trade and investment, increase political dialogue and advocacy,
and diversify development and international cooperation.
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We lack trade and investment vertically and horizontally within the
Africa-Caribbean-Pacific region. The Group should seriously
embark on greater intra-ACP cooperation among ACP member
states, firstly starting within the six sub regions of the ACP.

As we aspire for a sounder economic development, we should build
our economies around trade and investment activities that are
sustainable and inclusive in nature with diversified economic
sectors with increased intra-trade and investment within the six sub

regions of ACP. N S N
9 Poan lju ﬂﬂ /4“{) %ie' % ﬂylef"w~v/]§ »1/ IJ!L") o gw- WMLw
In concluding, if ACP is to be releva%t and responsive o its
-members given the rapid rate of globalisation, it requires a major
restructure in order to change its core business to one that is trade

and investment oriented.

As we know, muttilateral forums such as the WTO, APEC and
ASEAN have undertaken reforms to keep up to speed with trade
and investment as new engines of global trade.

For these reasons, many countries are teaming up into trading
blocks and these re manifested in the establishment of Free Trade
Agreement/Regional Trade Agreements in order for them to gain
tfrade and investment market benefits.

It is incumbent on ACP Leaders and stakeholders to start the
conversation going forward or whether the Organisation remains as
it i i d PN
ItIs or undertake structural reforms to keej; p;ace wlith the ZZ‘E/JY/

& 5 Ja -
. s s la e e Ll g
globalizing trend. o b /}mu,f b Coung o

Excellences,

Your attendance a:gthe ﬁr’[h Symmit of the ACP L%gders provides
an

the necessary suiport and catalyat 38 plope! the Kop Group
beyond 2020.

| wish you all every success in your deliberations and a pleasant
stay here in Port Moresby.

Thank you.
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