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WELCOME REMARKS BY THE SECRTARY-GENERAL OF THE ACP GROUP OF STATES

Your Excellency, Dr. Diodorus Kamala, Ambassador of the Republic of Tanzania and Chairman of the ACP Committee of Ambassadors,

Your Excellencies Ambassadors and Plenipotentiaries,

Our Distinguished Panel of Speakers,
Invited Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is both an honour and a pleasure for me to welcome you all to ACP House. The African, Caribbean and Pacific Group was founded some 39 years ago by the Georgetown Agreement of June 6, 1975. On that occasion, our leaders solemnly resolved to work together to promote the social and economic progress of our peoples through development cooperation and solidarity. 
In marking ACP Day on the 6th of June, we aim to keep ever on our minds those noble ideals that were bequeathed to us by the wisdom and foresight of our founding fathers. 

Your Excellency Chair,

The world in which we live today is quite different from the geopolitical realities of the 1970s. Europe, our primary development partner, has also undergone profound transformation. On both sides, we realise that it can no longer be business-as-usual. This is why my illustrious predecessor got the approval of the Council of Ministers and the Summit of Heads of State and Government to launch the Eminent Persons Group (EPG), whose role is to deploy their collective in coming up with alternative scenarios for our coming future. 
Only yesterday we returned from the Central Africa consultations which took place in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea. I must say that we feel encouraged in our engagement with various stakeholders. We believe there is we hope. We are persuaded that the ACP will not only survive; it will flourish and continue to grow in strength as a symbol of hope in a divided world.

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As part of the activities marking this year’s ACP Day, we are hosting this Roundtable on the theme, “The challenge of Global Governance and the Emerging World Order: What Role for the ACP-EU Partnership?”

And we have chosen this theme advisedly. Having been a lawyer, judge, parliamentarian and foreign minister of my country, Ghana, I am led to believe that the challenge of the 21st century is governance. In rich as well as poor countries, national leaderships are grappling with how to provide effective governance to their people while safeguarding their lives, liberties and collective welfare in an increasingly turbulent world. 

I think it is incontrovertible that our emerging post-Cold War international order has brought with it new opportunities as well as challenges. The world has become proverbially ‘flat’ in levelling the playing ground for firms as well as nations. Information now travels at the speed of light as does money and capital. These are remarkable opportunities.

But we also face new insecurities. Globalisation imposes new competitive pressures on nations as well as firms. Terrorism and viral epidemics defy territorial borders. In the language of quantum physics, a financial butterfly in Wall Street could set of a storm in the financial markets of Cairo and Johannesburg. 

While the capacity the capacity to generate wealth has grown exponentially, inequalities are also deepening. The French economist Thomas Piketty has written a celebrated book, Capital in the Twenty-First Century (Harvard University Press 2013), focused on the question of inequality. 
The magisterial work of this young economist, using sophisticated computable statistical analysis, has gripped the imagination of the intellectual world community. In rich as well as low-income nations, inequality lies at the heart of the Social Question in our time. Inequality was a factor during the Occupy Wall Street campaign. It was also the main factor in the Arab Spring which shook down the thrones of once impregnable potentates. From the turbulence of financial markets to the spread of viral epidemics and the scourge of climate change, the emerging challenges require collective action on the global scale. 

This is why we believe global governance is so important and so critical to our common prosperity. The World Bank has defined governance as “the exercise of power in the management of a country’s social and economic resources for development”. Governance encapsulates not only the exercise of power by ruling elites, but also processes by which state and non-state actors deploy collective action in addressing the manifold needs of their citizenry. 
In this respect, global governance simply refers to governing at the global level; the process of collective action between state and non-state actors and international institutions in advancing the cause of peace, security, welfare and international social justice. 

The concept of global governance is premised on the notion that there are challenges that, by their very nature, surpass the capacity of individual nations to handle. Climate change, the spread of viral epidemics, financial contagion and terrorism are examples of problems that require collective action at the international level. 

Mr. Chairman,
We hope that this Roundtable will provoke a lively debate on how our ACP-EU partnership could be leveraged upon to become an effective vehicle for improving global governance. With its 79 member countries, the ACP is the largest trans-hemispheric international organisation in the world. Its partnership with the EU has been acknowledged as a classic model of North-South cooperation for development. As we face a New Europe, with its changing geopolitical priorities and the emergence of new economic powers in Asia and Latin America, it is imperative that we explore how we can forge a stronger and more enduring partnership. 
To help this thought process, we have invited three distinguished speakers to lead the discussion: Dr. Ade Adebajo, Executive Director of the Centre for Conflict Resolution, Cape Town, South Africa; Her Excellency, Dr. Len Ishmael, Ambassador of the Eastern Caribbean States; and last but not least, Mr. Geert Laporte, Deputy Director, European Centre for Development Policy Management (ECDPM) and Visiting Professor, University of Ghent, Belgium.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

After the Roundtable, we would like to welcome you to an evening of food and cultural entertainment, in the spirit of our traditional ACP hospitality. Several embassies have also set up tables providing culinary delights from their home countries. Others have contributed drinks. Once again, let me welcome you. Happy, Happy, Happy ACP Day!

Thank you for your kind attention.
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