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OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIR OF THE ACP COMMITTEE OF AMBASSADORS 

Your Excellency, Alhaji Muhammad Mumuni, Secretary-General of the ACP Group of States,

Your Excellencies,

Our Distinguished Panel of Speakers,

Colleagues Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for your warm words of welcome, Secretary General. Let me join you in welcoming everyone for sparing time from your busy schedules to be with us this afternoon to mark this special day.

I am honoured to preside over this Roundtable which focuses on the topic, “The Challenge of Global Governance and the Emerging World Order: What Role for the ACP-EU Partnership?”

Where I come from, we have a saying, Kidole kimoja hakivunji chawa”, meaning, “Let us join hands, a thumb is not enough to push the wall”. Indeed, in this day and age, we face such a striking array of global challenges that there is no other option but work together. The ACP need Europe today more than ever, and Europe also needs us today more than ever. 
I think this goes without saying. Far from being what some people regard as a post-colonial dependency syndrome, the ACP-EU partnership represents for us a unique approach to solving some of the world’s most critical challenges through diplomacy, cooperation and collective action.

In less than two weeks from now, representatives from the 79 ACP member countries and counterparts from 28 EU countries will convene in Nairobi, Kenya, for the annual ACP-EU Joint Council of Ministers on 19-20 June. 

It is expected that from this meeting the Joint Council will conclude a major joint declaration on the Post-2015 Development Agenda, and possibly also a joint position on private sector development in ACP countries. Key areas such as trade cooperation and development finance will also be discussed. About 29 national indicative and regional programmes under the 11th EDF will also be signed on that occasion. 
However, we still must ask ourselves whether we are making the most of these opportunities for dialogue. Are we doing our best as partners to address issues of global governance in the most effective ways? What lessons have we learned from over five decades of ACP-EU partnership?

Invited Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you some of you may probably know, the ACP Group is currently conducting a major exercise of rethinking and reviewing its position in world affairs, with the ultimate aim of reinventing itself as a more effective and relevant organisation for its populations. 

Let me also seize this opportunity to announce our forthcoming Eighth Summit of ACP Heads of State and Government, which is to be held in Suriname during 6th to 7th November. This Summit will prove to be a historic one for our ACP family of nations. Our leaders will be convening under the theme, “Repositioning the ACP Group to fulfil the aspirations of our Peoples.” They will be focusing their minds on key development issues such as human security, climate change, trade, and South-South and intra-ACP cooperation. 
The Summit talks will also cover the post-2020 future orientation of the ACP after the Cotonou Partnership Agreement with the EU comes to an end.  Our leaders will also be taking a decision on the final report of the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) on the Future of the ACP, currently chaired by former President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun Matthew Obasanjo.

Your Excellencies,

Thirty nine years ago, when our founding fathers created our inter-governmental organisation, membership has virtually doubled from 44 to its current seventy-nine. With a combined population of more than 920 million. With the prospect of South Sudan joining us, membership will rise to the whole round figure of eighty. The ACP is today the largest association of developing countries in the world, party to one of the oldest and most enduring partnerships between North and South, between the developed and developing that our post-war international economic order has known.

There many definitions for global governance. For me, global governance is the process of managing global interactions with the purpose of solving common problems and the global agenda. My concern is how to make sure that ACP agenda prevails in global decision making and how ACP can become a global leader in this process of global governance. I believe that ACP-EU partnership is the best vehicle for ACP and EU to influence global governance.
I have a non-exhaustive list of 10 prerequisites, in my view, for an institution to play a meaningful role in global governance. 1) It should have a strategic alliance (ACP-EU is a strategic alliance); 2) It should have collective bargaining power (ACP-EU has a strong collective bargaining power); 3) Its constituent parts should share a common vision (Cotonou Partnership Agreement reflects our common vision); 4) They should also have shared values (ACP-EU political dialogue over years has resulted in emergent property); 5) The institution should also have political will to become a determining player in global governance; 6) Linked to that, the institution should also have willing followers; 7) Its constituent parts should possess a sense of shared historical ties (ACP-EU have historical ties); 8) The institution should have external legitimacy, whose actions are accepted and is perceived as being an objective actor; 9) Its constituent members should also have domestic stability, and or an ability for homeostasis to maintain system stability; 10) Last but certainly not least, the institution should be proactive, working to set the global agenda and not just waiting to react to the agenda that others have set (the development of ACP-EU Post-2015 Development Agenda aims at achieving that objective).  
How can this partnership between ACP and EU be leveraged upon to bring about better global governance in the 21st century? 
This, to my mind, is the key question before us. I am confident that our distinguished panel of speakers will do justice to the question. We also hope that, during the interactive session, all of us will also contribute our thoughts and ideas on how to push forward our agenda of hope. Let me conclude with one last word of wisdom from the ancient wisdom of my people, “Umoja ni nguvu na utengano ni udhaifu”. This simply means, “United we stand, divided we fall”.
Happy ACP Day to you all and thank you for your kind attention!
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